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SERMON XXVI
The Eternity of Hell-Torments.

To the INHABITANTS of Savannah in

Georgia.

Aly dear Friends^

THOUGH the following fermon has been preached

elfewhere, yet as the occafion of my preaching it

among you was particular, as you feemed to give an uncom-

mon attention to it in public, and afterwards exprefled your

fatisfa£lion in it to me, when I came to vifit you in your

own houfes, I thought proper to offer it to you.

And here I cannot but blefs God for the general diflike

of heretical principles that 1 have found among you ; as alfo

for your zeal and approbation of my condudl, when the glory

of God and your welfare, have obliged me to refent and pub-

licly declare againfl the antichriftian tenets of fome lately

under my charge.

I need only exhort you to beg of God to give you a true

faith, and to add to your faith virtue, that you may adorn the

gofpel of our Lord Jesus Christ in all things.

Your conflant daily attendance upon public worfhip, the

gladnefs wherewith you have received me into your houfes,

the mildnefs wherewith you have fubmitted to my reproofi;,

more efpecially the great (though unmerited) concern you

Ihewed at my departure, induce me to hope this will be your

endeavour.

How long God of his good providence will keep me from

you, I know not. However, you may allure yourfelves I

will return according to my promife, as foon as I have re-

ceived
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celveii Impofitlon of hands, and compleated the other bufinefs

that called me hither.

In the mean while, accept of this, as a pledge of the un-

difiembled love of

London,
Your afFe«£lionate though unworthy paftor,

George White field.

Matthew xxv. 45.

'Thefe JJiall go away into everlafling piiniJJiment.

THE excellency of the gofpel difpenfatlon. Is greatly evi-

denced by thofe fan£lions of rewards and punifhments,

which it offers to the choice of all its hearers, in order to

engage them to be obedient to its precepts. For it promifes

no lefs than eternal happinefs to the good, and denounces no

ilighter a punifhment than everlafling mifcry againft the

wicked : On the one hand, " It is a favour of life unto life,"

on the other, " A favour of death unto death." And though

one would imagine, the bare mentioning of the former would

be fufficient to draw men to their duty, yet minifters in all

ages have found it ncceflary, frequently to remind their peo-

ple of the latter, and to fet before them the terrors of the

Lord, as fo many powerful difTuafives from fm.

But whence is it that men are fo difingenuous ? The rea-

fon feems to be this : The promife of eternal happinefs is fo

agreeable to the inclinations and wifhes of mankind, that all

who call themfelves chriftians, univerfally and willingly fub-

fcribe to the belief of it : but then there is fomething fo (hock-

ing in the confideration of eternal torments, and fcemingly

fuch an infinite difproportion between an endlcfs duration cf

pain, and a fliort life fpent in pleafurc, that men (fome at leafl

of them) can fcarcely be brought to confefs it as an article of

their faith, that an eternity of mifery awaits the wicked in a

future ftate.

I (hall
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I fhall therefore at this time, beg leave to infift on the proof

of this part of one of the Articles of our Creed 5 and endea-

vour to make good what our bleffed Lord has here threatened

in the words of the text, " Thefe (that is, the v/icked) (hall

go away into everlafting puniiliment."

Accordingly, without confidering the words as they ftand

in relation to the context, I fhall refolve all I have to fay,

into this one general propofition, " That the torments re-

ferved for the wicked hereafter, are eternal."

But before I proceed to make good this, I muft inform you

that I take it for granted.

All prefent do ftedfaftly believe, They have fomething

within them, which we call a foul, and which is capable of

furviving the diflblution of the body, and of being miferable

or happy to all eternity.

I take it for granted farther. That you believe a divine

revelation ; that thofe books, emphatically called the Scrip-

tures, were written by the infpiration of God, and that the

U^5> things therein contained, arc founded upon eternal truth.

I take it for granted, That you believe, that the Son of

God came down to die for fmners j and that there is but one

Mediator between God and man, even the man Christ

Jesus.

Thefe things being granted, (and they were necefTary to be

premifed) proceed we now to make good the one general pro-

pofition afTerted in the text. That the torments referved for

the wicked hereafter are eternal. " Thefe (hall go away

vjnto everlafting punifliment." The

'F'lrji argument I fhall advance to prove that the torments

referved for the wicked hereafter, are eternal, is. That the

v/ord of God himfelf afTures us, in line upon line, that it will

be fo.

To quote all the texts that might be produced in proof of

this, would be endlefs. Let it fufHce to inflance only in 4

|ew. Li the Old Teflament, in the book q{ Daniel^ chap. xii.

ver. 2. we are told, that " fome fhall awake to everlafting

life, and others to everlafting contempt." In the book oC

Ijaiah^ it is faid, that " the worm of thofe that have tranf-

grefled God's law, and die impenitently, fhall not die, nor

their fire be quenched." And in another place, the holy

Prophet^
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prophet, {Iruck, no doubt, with aftonKhment and horror

at the profpcdl of the continuance of the torments of the

damned, breaks out into this moving expoftulation, *• Who
can dwell vviih everlaltin<2; burnino;s ?"

The New Tcil-Ament is flill fuller as to this point, it beino-

a revelation which brought this and fuch-Iike particulars to a
clear light. The Apoftle Judc tells us of the profane dc-

fpilers of dignities in his days, that " for them was refervcd

the blacknefs of darkucfs for ever.'* And in the book of the

Reveliitions^ it is written, that " the fmoke of the torments
cf the wicked afcendeth for ever and ever." And if we be-

lieve the witnefs of mcii infpired, the v/itnefs of the Son of

God, who had the Spirit given him, as Mediator, without

nieafure, is flill far greater : and in St. AIurKS gofpel. He
repeats this folemn declaration three feveral times, *« It is

better for thee to enter into life maimed ;" that is, it is better

to forego the gratification of thy luft, or incur the difplcafurc

of a friend, which may be as dear to thee as a hand, or as

uleful as a foot, " than having two hands and feet, (that is,

for indulging the one, or difobeying God to oblige the other)

to be'caft into hell, where the worm dieth not, and the fire is

not quenched."

And here again, in the words of the text, '' Thefc (the

wicked) fliall go away into everlalling puniflnnent."

I know it has been objeded by fome who have denied the

eternity of hell-torments. That the words rjcrlajVing and ever
'

(ind e\jcr^ are often ufed in the Holy Scriptures, (efpecially in

the Old Teftament) when they fignify not an endlefs dura-

tion, but a limited term of time.

And this we readily grant : but then we reply. That when

the v/ords are ufed with this limitation, they either manifeftly

appear to be ufed fo from the context ; or are put in oppofi-

tion to occafional types Vv'hich God gave his people on fome

fpecial occafions, as when it is faid, " It {hall be a perpetual

or everlafling ftatute," or, '' a ftatute for ever ;" that is, a

ftanding type, and not merely tranfient or occafional, as was

the pillar of cloud, the manna, and fuch-like. Or, laftly,

they have a relation to that covenant, God made with his

fpiritually ^77^/; which, if undcrftood in a fpiritual fenfe.
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will be everlafting, though the ceremonial difpenfation be

abolifhcd.

Beficles, it ought to be obfervcd, that feme of the pafTages

juft now referred to, have neither of thefe words fo much as

mentioned in them, and cannot poflibly be interpreted, fo as

to denote only a limited term of years.

But let that be as it will, it is evident even to a demonftra-

tion, that the words of the text will not admit of fuch a re-

flrained fignification, as appears from their beitig dire£^ly op-

pofed to the words immediately following, " That the righte-

ous fliall go into life eternal." From which words, all are

ready to grant, that the life promifed to the righteous will be

eternal. And why the punifhmcnt threatened to the wicked

ihould not be underftood to be eternal likcwiTe, when the very

fame word in the original, is ufed to exprefs the duration of

each, no fliadow of a reafon can be given.

But, Secondlyj There cannot be one argument urged, why

God fhould reward his faints with everlafting happinefs,

which will not equally prove that he ought to punifh finners

with eternal mifery.

For, fince we know nothing (at leaft for a certainty) how
he will deal with either, but by a Divine Revelation ; and

fince, as was proved by the foregoing argument, he hath as

pofitively threatened eternally to puniih the wicked, as to re-

ward the good ; it follows, that his truth will be as much im-

peached and called in queftion, did he not inflict his punifh-

ments, as it v.?ould be, if he did not confer his rewards.

To this alfo it has been objedled, That though God is

obliged by promife to give his rewards, yet his veracity could

not be called in queftion, fuppofing he fhould not execute

his threatenings, as he actually did not in the cafe o{ Nineveh ;

which God exprefsly declared by his Prophet Jonah^ " fhould

be deftroyed in forty days :" notwithftanding the fequel of

the ftory informs us, that Nineveh was fpared.

But in anfwer to this obje6tion we affirm, that God*s
threatenings, as well as promifes, are without repentance;

and for tliis reafon, becaufe they are both founded on the

eternal laws of right reafon. Accordingly we always find,

that where the conditions were not performed, on the non-

performance of which the threatenings were denounced, God
always
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always executed the punifhmcnt threatcncil. The diiviiiir

Adam out of Eden^ the deftru6tion of the old world by a de-

luge of water, and the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah^ arc

and will be always fo many (landing monuments of (iOD*ij

executing his threatenings when denounced, thouf^h to our

weak apprehenfions, the punifliment may (ecm far to exceed

the crime.

It is true, God did fpare Nineveh, and that bccaufe the in-

habitants did a£lually repent, and therefore performed the con-

ditions upon which it was fuppofed, by the Prophet's being

fent to warn them, the threatened punifliment fliould be

withheld.

And fo in refpetSt to gofpel threatenings. If men will fo

far confult their own welfare, as to comply with the gofpel,

God certainly will not punifli them, but on the contrarv,

confer upon them his rewards. But to affirm that he will

not punifh, and that eternally to, impenitent, obftinatc Tin-

ners, according as he hath threatened ; what is it, in efFeui,

but to make God like a man, that he (hould lie, or the fon

of man, that he fhould rcpen: ?

But the abfurdity of fuch an opinion will appear ftill more

evident from

The Third argument I (hall ofFer to prove, that the tor-

ments referved for the wicked hereafter are eternal, From the

nature of the chriftian covenant.

And here I muft again obferve, that it was taken for granted

at the beginning of this difcourfc, that you believe the Son of

God came down to fave Tinners ; and that there is but one

Mediator between God and man, even the man Christ

Jesus.

And here I take it for granted farther, (unlefs you believe

the abfurd and unwarrantable doctrine of purgatory) that you

are fully perfuaded, this life is the only time allotted by Al-

mighty God for working out our falvation, and that after a

few years are pafFed over, there will remain no mere facrificc

for Tm.

And if this be granted (and who dares deny it ?) it follow;,

that if a wicked man dieth in his wickedncfs, and under the

wrath of God, he muft continue in ihat ftatc to all eternity.

5
For,
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For, fince there is no pofBbility of their being delivered out'of

fuch a condition, but by and through Christ ; and fince, at

the hour of death, the time of Christ's mediation and in-

terceflion for him is irrecoverably gone ; the fame reafon that

may be given, why God fhould punifh a fmner that dicth

under the guilt of his fins for a fingle day, will equally hold

good, why he diould continue to puniili him for a year, an

age, nay to all eternity.

But I haften to the Fourth and lafl: argument, to prove,

That the torments refervcd for the wicked hereafter are eter-

nal, Becaufe the devil's punifliment is to be fo.

That there is fuch a being whom we call the devil 5 that

he was once an angel of light, but for his pride and rebellion'

againft God, was cafl down from heaven, and is now per-

mitted, with the reft of the fpiritual wickedneffe?, to walk to

and fro, feeking whom they may devour; that there is a place

of torment referved for them, or, to ufe the Apoftle's words,

*'' That they are refervcd in everlafting chains under darknefs

unto the judgment of the great day ;" are truths all here pre-

fent were fuppofed to be convinced of, at the beginning of this

difcourfe, you believing ihe Holy Scriptures to be written by

the infpiration of God, wherein thefe truthi; are delivered.

But then if we allow all this, and think it no irjudice in

God to punifh thcfe once glorious fpirits fur their rebellion ;

how can we think it unjull in him, to punifii wicked men for

their impenitency to all eternity ?

You will fay, perhaps, that they have fmned againft greater

light, and therefore deferve a greater punifhment. And {o we

grant that the puniihment of the fallen angels may, be greater

as to degrecj than that of wicked men ; but then we affirm^

it will be equal as to the eternal duration of it : for in that

day, as the lively oracles of God inform us, (hall the Son of

Man fay to them on his left hand, *' Depart from me, ye

curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his

angels." Where we find that impenitent fmners are to be

caft into the fame everlafting iire, with the devil and his an-

gels ; and that too very juftly. For though they may have

fmned againft greater light, yet chriftians fm againft greater

mercy. Since Christ Look not hold of, did not die for, the

I fallen
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fallen angels, but for men and for our falvation. So that If

God fpared not thofe excellent beings, afTure thyfelf, O ob-
ftinate finner, whoever thou art, he will by no means fpare

thee.

From what then has been faid it plainly appears, that

verily the torments referved for the wicked hereafter, are

eternal. And If fo, brethren, how ought we to fly to Jesus
Christ for refuge ; how holy ought we to be in all manner
of convcrfation and godlinefs, that we may be accounted

worthy to efcape this wrath to come !

But before I proceed to a pradtical exhortation, permit me
to draw an inference or two from what has been faid.

And Fifji, If the torments referved for the wicked here-

after are eternal, what fhall we fay to thofe, v^ho make an open

profelTion in their creed to believe a life everlafting, a life of

mifery as well as happinefs, and vet dare to live in the actual

commifiion of thofe fins which will unavoidably, without re-

pentance, bring them into that place of torment ? Thou be-

lieveft that the punifliments of the impenitently wicked in ano-

ther life, are eternal :
'' Thou dofl well, the devils aho believe

and tremble." But know, O vain man, unlefs this belief

doth influence thy praciice, and makes thee bid adieu to fhv

fins, every time thou repeateft thy creed, thou doeft in effect

lay, I believe I (hall be undone for ever.

But, Secondly, If the torments referved for the wicked here-

after are eternal, then let this fcrve as a caution to fuch per-

fons, (and it is to be feared there are fome fuch) who go about

to difluade others from the belief of fuch an important truth :

There being no furer way, in all probability, to encourage

and promote infidelity and prophanenefs, than the broaching

or maintaining fo unwarrantable a doctrine. For if the po-

fitive threats of God concerning the eternity of hell-torments,

are already found infufHcient to deter men from fin, what a

higher pitch of wickcdncfs may we imagine they will quickly

arrive at, when they arc taught to entertain any hopes of a

future recovery out of them ; or, what is (lill vvorfe, that their

fouls are hereafter to be annihilated, and become like the

beafts that perifh ? But wo unto fuch blind leaders of the

blind. No wonder if they both fall' into the ditch. And let

fuch
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fuch corrupters of God's word know, that I teflify unto every

man that heareth me this day, " That if any one {hall add

unto, or take away from the words that are written in the

book of God, God (hall take his part out of the book of

life, and fhall add unto him all the plagues that are in that

book."

Thirdly and Lajlly^ If the torments referved for the wicked

hereafter are eternal, then this may ferve as a reproof for thofe

who quarrel with God, and fay it is inconfiftent with his

juftice, to punifh a perfon to all eternity, only for enjoying

the pleafures of fm for a feafon. But fuch perfons muft be

told, that it is not their thinking or calling God unjuft, will

make him fo, no more than a condemned prifoncr's faying

the law or judge is unjuft, will render either duly chargeable

with fuch an imputation. But knowcft thou, O worm,

whatblafphemy thou art guilty of, in charging GoD with in-

juftice ? " Shall the thing formed fay to him that formed it,

why haft thou made me thus?" Wilt thou prefume to ar-

raign the Almighty at the bar of thy {hallow reafoning ?

and call him unjuft, for puni{hing thee eternally, only becaufc

thou wi{lie{l it may not be fo ? But hath God faid it, and

(hall he not do it ? He hath faid it : and let God be true,

though every man be a liar. " Shall not the judge of all the

earth do right?" AfTuredly he will. And if fmners will not

own his juflice in his threatenings here, they will be com-

pelled ere long to own and feel them, when tormented by

him hereafter.

But to come to a more pradical application of what has

been delivered.

You have heard, brethren, the eternity of hell-torments

plainly proved, from the exprefs declarations of holy fcrip-

tures, and confequences naturally drawn from them. And
row there feems to need no great art of rhetoric to perfuade

any underftanding perfon to avoid and abhor thofe fins, which

without repentance will certainly plunge him into this eternal

gulph. The difproportion between the pleafure and the pain

(if there be any pleafure in fin) is fo infinitely great, that

luppofing it was only pofTible, though not certain, that the

wicked would be everla{lingly punifhed, no one that has the

reafon of a man, for the enjoying a little momeiUary pleafure,

would.
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would, one might imagine, run the hazard ofendurlr.o- etcr*

nal pain. But fince the torments of the damned are not only

pofTible, but certain, (ftnce God himfelf, who cannot lie,

has told us fo) for men, notwithftanding, to pcrfift in their

difobedience, and then flatter themfelves, that God will not

make good his threatenlngs, is a mcft egregious inflancc of

folly and prefumption.

Dives himfelf fuppofed, that if one rofe from the dead, his

brethren would amend their lives j but Chriftians, it fcems,

will not repent, though the Son of God died and rofe again,

and told them what they muft expe6l, if they continue obfti-

nate in evil-doing.

Would wc now and then draw ofF our thoughts from fcn-

fible objedls, and by faith meditate a while on the miferies of

the damned, I doubt not but we (hould, as it were, hear

many an unhappy foul venting his fruitlefs forrows, in feme

fuch piteous moans as thefe.

'* O wretched man that I am, who fhall deliver me from

this body of death !" O foolifh mortal that I was, thus to

bring myfelf into thefe never- Ceafing tortures, for the tranfi-

tory enjoyment of a few fliort-lived pleafures, which fcarcely

afforded me any fatibfadlion, even when I moft indulged my-

felf in them. Alas ! are thefe the wages, thefe the cfFe£ls of

fin ? Are all the grand deceiver's inviting promifes come to

this ? O damned apoftatc ! Firft to delude me with pre-

tended promifes of happinef?, and after feveral years drudgery

in his fcrvice, thus to involve me in eternal woe. O that I

had never hearkened to his beguiling infmuations ! O that I

had rejedled his very firft fuggeftions with the utmoft detefta-

tion and abhorrence ! O that 1 had taken up my crofs and

followed Christ ! O that I had never ridiculed ferious god-

iinefs j and out of a falfe politenefs, condemned the truly

pious as too fevere, enthufiaftic, or fuperftitious ! For I then

))ad been happy indeed, happy beyond expreffion, happy to all

eternity, yonder in thofe blefTed regions where they fit,

cloathed with unfpeakable glory, and chanting forth their (e-

raphic hallelujahs to the Lamb that fitteth upon the throne for

ever. But, alas ! thefe reflections come now too late : thefe

wifhes now are vain and fruitlefs. I have not fufFered, and

therefore muft not reigu with them, I have in effed denied

Vol. V. C c ihc

5»
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the Lord that bought me, and therefore juftly am I now de-

nied by him. Bat muft I live for ever tormented in thefe

flames ? Muft this body of mine, which not long fmce lay

in ftate, was cloathed in purple and fine linen, and fared

fumptuoufly every day, muft it be here eternally confined, and

made the mockery of infuking devils ? O eternity ! that

thought fills me with defpair : I muft be miferable tor ever."

Come then, all ye felf-deluding, felf-deluded ftnners, and

imagine yourfelves for once in the place of that truly wretched

man I have been here defcribing. Think, I befeech you by

the mercies of God in Christ Jesus, think wiih yourfelves,

how racking, how unfupportable the never-dying worm of a

fclf-condemning confcience will hereafter be to you. Think

how impofTible it will be for you to dwell with everlafting

burnings.

Come, all ye chriftians of a lukewarm, Laodicea7i fpirit, ye

Gallio's in jeligion, who care a little, but not enough for the

things of God ; O think, think with yourfelves, how deplor-

able it will be to lofe the enjoyment of heaven, and run into

endlcfs torments, merely becaufe you will be content to be

almoft, and will not ftnve to be altogether chriftians. Con-

iider, I befeech you confider, how you will rave and curfe

that fatal ftupidity which made you believe any thing lefs

than true faith in Jesus, productive of a life of ftridl piety,

feif-dcnial, and m.ortiiication, can keep you from thofe tor-

ments, tiie eternity of which i have been endeavouring to

prove.

But I can no more. Thefe thoughts are too melancholy

for me to dwell on, as well as for you to hear ; and God
knows, as punifhing is his ftrange work, fo denouncing his

threatenings is mine. But if the bare mentioning the tor-

ments of the damned is fo (hocking, how terrible mult the

enduring of them be !

And now, are not fome of you ready to cry out, " Thefe

are hard fayings, who can bear them ?"

But let not fincere chriftians be in the leaft terrified at what

has been delivered : No, for you is relerved a crown, a king-

dom, an eternal and exceeding weight of glory. Christ
never faid that the righteous, the believing, the upright, the

fiucere, but the wicked^ mercilefs, negatively good profefTors

before
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before defcribed, fhall go into everlafting puniflinient. For
you, who love him in fincerity, a new and livin<^ wjy is laid

open into the Holy of Holies by the blood of jEiiUo Christ :

and an abundant entrance will be adniiniflered un:6 you at

the great day of account, into eternal life. Take heed, there-

fore, and beware that there be not in any of you a root of
bitternefs fpringing up of unbelief : but on the contrary, ftcd-

faftly and heartily rely on the many precious promifcs reached

out to you in the gofpel, knowing that he who hath promifed

is faithful, and therefore will perform.

But let no obftinately wicked profefTors dare to apply any
of the divine promifes to themfelves :

'' For it is not meet to

take the childrens meat and give it unto dogs :" No, to fuch

the terrors of the Lord only belong. And as certainly as

Christ will fay to his true followers, " Come, ye blelTcd

children of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you
from the beginning of the world ;" fo he will unalterably pro-

iiounce this dreadful fentence againft all that die in their fins,

'' Depart from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared

for the devil and his angels."

From which unhappy (late, may God of his infinite mercy

deliver us all through Jesus ChrIst ; to whom, with thee

O Father, and thee O Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one

eternal God, be afcribed, as is moft due, all honour, powcr^

stjight, majefty, and dominion, now and for evermore.
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